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FORDED  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ended 

31st  .December ,  1953  . 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Rural  District  of  Forden,- 


Mr .Chairman, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  31st. 
December  1953. 

This  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  N o.l/54( Wales ) . 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Rural  District,  44,774  acres. 

Population (Hid  Year  estimate):  5,067 


BIRTHS : 

Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total . 

Legitimate 

51 

37 

88 

I llegitimate 

0 

3 

3 

51 

40 

91 

Live  Birth 

Rate  (per  1000  Estimated 

populati on ) 

:  17.9 

Compared  with  15.5 

for  England 

and  Wales. 

Still  Births . 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  0  0  0 

112 


Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1000  Estimated  population):  0.39. 

compared  with  0.35  for  England  and  Wales. 


Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1000  Belated  Births) :  21.9 

compared  with  22.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS :  t  Male  Eema le 

.  i 

From  all  causes  .•  *  36  34 


Total 

70 


DEATH  RATE :  (per  1000  estimated  population):  13.8 

compared  with  11,4  for  England  and  Wales, 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  Male  Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : ' 

Legitimate  5 
Illegitimate  0 
■  "1T~ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age. 

/  Legitimate  2 

,  ,  Illegitimate  0 

.  •  2  \ 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (per  1000  Live  Births):  54.9 

'compared  with  26*8  for  England  and  Wales 


0 

0 

“TT 

0 

0 

3 


Total 


2 
•  0 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTI CS  . 


Year 


P  opu  lat  i  on 
Live  Birth  Rate 
Still  Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

CAUSES  OB  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR* 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease*  Angina. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  the  Stomach 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms. 

Diabetes 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  the  stomaoh  and  Duodenam 
Nephritis 

Hyperplasion  of  the  Prostate 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Suicide 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

Durin* 

notified  to  me 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

N on-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Maas les 


1951 

1952 

1953 

5049 

5046 

5067 

17.4 

18  ‘6 

17.9 

0*2 

0 

0.39 

11.6 

9.5 

13  *8 

0 

21.2 

54  *9 

Male 

Fema  le 

Total 

8 

14 

22 

3 

1 

4 

6 

10 

16 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

6 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

3 

4 

5 

9 

1 

0 

1 

36 

34 

70 

Lowing  diseases  were 

Male 

Female 

Total 

2' 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

52 

33 

65 

5 

5 

10 

2 

4 

6 

0 

1 

1 

4 

5 

9 

)ing  cough  during 

the  early 

’ram  the 

disease . 

It  is 

Tuberculosis  notified. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  5  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT  1946. 

The  following  clinics  functioned  very  satisfactorily  during 

the  year:- 

1.  Tuberculosis  under  the  care  of  Dr .G.O. Thomas . 

2.  Ear, Nose  and  Throat  under  the  care  of  Mr.R.Barraclough  FrR.C.S-. 

3.  Medical, under  the  care  of  Dr.Phyllys  Evans  M.D. 

4.  Surgical, under  the  care  of  Mr .J, A. Spalding  F.R.C.S. 

5.  Gynaecological, under  the  care  of  Mr. Owen  Jones, F.R.C.S. 

6.  Paediatri c, under  the  care  of  Dr. Gerald  Roberts  M.D. 

7.  Child  Welfare , under  the  care  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

8.  Orthopaedic,  organised  by  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital, Gobowen . 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 .SECTION  47. 

No  action  was  taken  in  any  case  under  this  Section  during 
the  year  . 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

A  very  efficient  ambulance  servicers  provided  voluntarily 
during  the  year vby  Members  of  the  St.John  Ambulance  Brigade. 


'W 

WATER  SUPPLIES, 


BERRIEW  -  The  Scheme  for  improving  the  water  supply  position  was 
completed  except  for  a  few  minor  details, kind  chlorinated  water  was 
available  for  use  in  premises  situated  in  the  village.  These  are 
16  Council  houses, -9s  other  houses,  one  Dairy  Farm, two  schools , a  Bakery, 
and  Standpipes  in  the  Village  supply  such  houses  as  do  not  have  a 
piped  supply.  During  the  year  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  water. 


BERRIEW  -  (Dyffryn  Lane  Council  Houses)  -  Each  of  the  eight  houses 
on  this  site  has  a  semi-rotary,  pump  in  the  back  kitchen, and  water  is 
drawn  from  a  we  Hi  There'  is  an  adequate  supply. 

CHURCHSTOKE  -  Fourteen  Council  Houses, Three  County  Council  Small 
Holdings, a  School, School  House, Police  House, School  Canteen, and  three 
other  houses  have  a  piped  supply  frqn  a  Borehole  which  is  situated  on 
the  Council  Houses  Estate. 

The  tenants  of  the  County  Council  Small  Holdings  at 
Pentrenant  have  a  piped' supply  to  their  houses  and  Farm  Buildings. 

Ho  shortage  during  the  year. 


ABERMULE  -  An  abundant,  supply •  of.  wholesome  water  is  available  'and 
is  piped  to  the  four ’Council  Houses,  at  Parkside.  On  the  new  Housing 
Site, not  yet  developed, a  borehole  has  been  sunk, and  this  is  capable 
of  being  pumped  at  the  rate  of  24,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  Sufficient 
land  has  been  acquired  on  this'-- Bite  to  allow  for  the  erection  of 
additional  tanks ,  should.  iirHbe.-deoi-ded  at  a-  later  date  to  provide  the 
village  with  water. 

F ORDER ( IE I GHT GH  R PAD  SITE)  -  '  An  adequate  and  satisfactory  supply  is 
pumped  from  a  borehole'  io  provide  a  piped  supply  to  ten  Council  houses 
on  this  site. 

F  ORDER  ( CHURCH  SITE )  Here  a  plentiful  supply  is  available.  It  is 

pumped  from  a  Borehole, and,  piped  to  Sixteen  Council  Houses  and  one 
other  dwelling  near  the  site. 

MI DPLET OWE  -  A’piped  supply  o/f  chlorinated  water  is  available  for 

the  ten  Council  Houses  on  this  site.  An  abundant  supply. 

••  • 

■  V'*-  ;  ‘  •  '  •; 

BAUSIEY  -  At  the  end,  of  Hay -difficulty  was  experienced  in/ pumping  a 
sufficiency  of  water. -.for  iU3e  by  the  Contractors  who  were' building  38 
Jnuses  on  this  site..  An  inspection  of  the  borehole  showed  that  there 
was  a  shortage  of  water.  This  was  absolutely  unexpected  and  caused 
considerable  surprise, as  previous  prolonged  pumping  tests  had  shown  that 
there  was  an  adequate  supply, and  the  last  punping  tests  were  made  at 
the  rate  of  13,920  gallons  per  24  hours.  Information  was  sought  from 
the  Geological  Survey  Department , and  the  existing  borehole  was  deepened 
from  150  feet  to  231  feet, but  the  result  was  disappointing. 

After  consultation  with  the  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government, it  was  decided  to  sink  a  second  Borehole 
on  the  site, and  the  recommendations  of  the  Geological  and  Museum 
Department  will  be  put  into  operation. 


LLAHDYSSIL  -  An  adequate  supply , pumped  fran  a  borehole, is  piped  to 
the  twenty  Council  Houses  on  this  site. 


CCRIPREHEITSIVE  SURVEY  OF  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  A  GENERAL  WATER  SUPPLY . 


The  survey  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year, and  •  • 
dry  and  wet  weather  gaugings  of  the  many  water  yields  in  the  District, 
and  samples  of  the  various  supplies  have  been  submitted  for  Bacteriolo¬ 
gical  Examination,  and, where  considered  necessary, for  Chemical  Analysis, 
The  work  is  still  proceeding. 


over- 


4. 


c' 


r 


Special  attention  is  "being  given  to  springs  at  Heldre  and 
Brunant,in  the  Parish  of  Middiet  own, as  frcn  these  sources  it  is  hl^ed 
to  pipe  an  adequate  supply  to  the  Parishes  of  Bausley  and  Middletown, 
both  of  which  are  in  urgent  need  of  a  supply. 

IEI  GIRON  -  A  Private  piped  supply,  j  ointly  owned  "by  the  occupiers  of 
19  Parris, Snail  Holdings, and  Houses,  is  available  f  or  these  premises 
and  in  addition, the  School  and  School  House  are  supplied.  Por  a 
considerable  time  there  have  not  "been  any  complaints  as  to  shortage. 

The  Council  is  anxious  to  "build  "badly  needed  houses  in  this  area  for 
agricultural  workers, "but  up  to  the  present,  lack  of  water  supplies 
prevents  this  being  done.  However, it  is  hoped  that  shortly  water 
will  be  available  by  arrangement  with  Welshpool  Borough  Council, as 
this  Authority  proposes  to  develop  a  useful  spring  in  the  area* 

HEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  year, new  Council  Houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  as  follows:-  ">  '' 

LLANDYSSIL  -  Pour.  Work  is  in  progress  on  the  building  of  thirty 

eight  houses  at  Bausley, and  approval  has  been  given  for  the  erection 
of  a  further  twelve  houses  at  Middletown.  These  houses  are  all  of 
traditional  type.  '  -  : 

Work  is  in  progress  on  the  erection  of  twenty- 
two  "Unity  Type"  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Churchstoke,  "  ... 

It  is  proposed  to  build  a  further  eight  house's" 
at  Middletown, twelvehouses  and  two  bungalows  at  Borden, and  plans  in 
respect  of  these  are  being  prepared. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  building 
of  twenty  houses  at  Abemule,and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  shortly 
commence .  * 

The  proposal  to  build  twenty  more  houses 
at  Berriew(B  Site)  an d--1  four  at  Brooks ,Berriew, is  still  under  consider¬ 
ation, but  up  to  the  present , water  shortage  lias  prevented  the  schemes 
going  forward. 

HOUSES  BUILT  BY  PRIVATE  EHTEHPRISE. 

During  the  year, six  houses  were  built  by 

Private  Enterprise. 

RECONSTRUCTIONS  AND  MODERNISATIONS. 

During  the  year  six  houses  were  modernised 
and  brought  up  to  standard.  In  addition, six  pre-war  Council  Houses 
at  Churchstoke  were  brought  up  to  standard.  Major  works  of  improvement 
were  carried  out  at  one  Hotel  in  the  Forden  Parish. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  A  sewer  at  Berriew  was  extended  by  thirty  eight 
yards,  otherwise  there  were  no  alterations  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  C DEAN SING  AND  SCAVENGING.  Domestic  refuse  is  collected  regularly 
every  fortnight  throughout  the  area . 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA.  The  District  has  been  regularly- 
inspected,  and  where  defects  have  been  found, the  necessary  action  has 
been  taken  to  have  such  defects  remedied.  No  application  for  grants  for 
reconditioning  and... bringing  houses  up  to  standard  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act, 1949  were  received.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  are, 
however , being  .given  greater  publicity, and  it  is  hoped  owners  will  make 
app licati ons . 


A. 


5. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  County  Agricultural  Committee, on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries , supervise  methods  of  milk 
production  and  inspect  Farms  where  milk  is  produced.  Regarding 
distribution, there  were  no  complaints. 

’•RAVT  INSPECTION  . 

The  Slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  is 
still  centralised,  and  for  this  area, is  carried  out  at  Newt  own,  under 
government  arrangements*  Shops  and  Vans  are  kept  under  supervision, 
and  conditions  were  sat  is  fact  ory  during  the  year. 

BAKEHOUSES ♦ 


The  three  bakehouses  in  the  District  are  kept  in- 
satisfactory  condition. 


COMPLAINTS  -  THIRTY  SIX. 
SAMPLES  OF  WATER  TAKEN  -  ELEVEN . 
PREMISES  DISINFECTED  -  NIL. 


I  v^ould  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  District 
Sanitary  Inspect  or, Mr ,F. Hunt , for  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with 
housing, water  supply  etc. and  for  his  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 


D.R.B. MATHIAS. 


M .  0 


WELSHPOOL . 


August, 1954 


